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A woman who lacks talent is virtuous’’!? Chinese History and
Culture Course Design
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Abstract : Since 2008, a course in Chinese history and culture has been included as part of the central
curriculum of general courses at Min-Chung University. Severa units of female history have been
added to my course; the topic”Foothinding” “a woman who lacks talent is virtuous” is one of
them.

When did the concept “a woman who lacks talent is virtuous” appear in the society? What is the
meaning of saying? In general, it seems to indicate that people in ancient China believed that women
were not able to learn. When discussing this concept with students, | found many of them took thisidea

as a negative sign and believed that it was basically an excuse men used to rule over females. But



what is the real meaning behind this concept? The purpose of this course is to help students explore the
root of the concept “a woman who lacks talent is virtuous.”

A review of the results of research in female history reveals a big discrepancy between female
achievement and the belief that “a woman who lacks talent is virtuous.” When this concept was
brought forward at the end of the Ming Dynasty, some women had published their own articles and
were recognized as talented women, even career women, during that time.

In ancient China it was not unusual for some women to have been educated. But why was it not until
late in the Ming Dynasty that this concept gained popularity, and why did it become a source of even
more argument during the Ching-Dynasty, when some females reached high levels of achievement in
the society. This phenomenon may indicate that more lies beneath the concept “a woman who lacks
talent is virtuous” than just a prohibition of the opportunity for women to be educated. Therefore, it is
important to explore its basis in the historical cultural and social background rather than ssmply to seeit
as a sign of discrimination and underestimation of female intelligence. Further, this may provide us

information about how the right of women to receive education formally was finally recognized.

Keyword : A woman who lacks talent is virtuous ~ Women's History
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